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$68 Million approved for training in “green” jobs

Guaranteeing the clean up of natural areas in Worcester, energy production, and the elimination of toxic substances such as lead

By Antero Amparo

The organization, Worcester Roots Project, member of the Worcester Green Jobs Coalition and other community environmental entities, gave news that the city will participate in the “green” jobs training programs, for which the state of Massachusetts has already approved $68 million.

“They have been designated to protect the environment.  This includes creation of gardens and green spaces, in the construction and installation of wind turbines for energy production, in the elimination of lead and other dangerous toxins, among other things,” said Matt Feinstein, Coordinator of Worcester Roots Project, during an activity held last week in Worcester, which was attended by elected officials and representatives of organizations who fight against environmental contamination.

In the city, there are various groupings that work to preserve the environment.  Lilah Glick, member of Clean Water Action, noted that they work with the goal of producing clean energy, which is part of these “green” jobs.  “There is a bill that was already approved and we want to ensure that these resources come here, to Massachusetts, where we have 14,000 green jobs in ten large cities,” she said.

City councilors Frederick Rushton and Grace Ross [sic], who support the project, said that the City Council is always open to hearing the voice of the community in this regard.  “We are open to hear ideas and ready to help,” they ensured.

Rushton reminded them that the community is made up of people from diverse cultural backgrounds and origins and that this could support important ideas about these “green” jobs.  “It is very valuable, people can create something good for the environment with these ideas, we must work to protect the future and our planet,” he added.

Worcester Roots Project is made up primarily by youth between ages 14-17 who take on the cleaning of empty lots, as well as helping people grow plants and edible products. The [Worcester Lead Action Collaborative] relies upon the collaboration of public and private agencies, all of them with the commitment to end lead poisoning in Worcester before 2010.  Among their collaborators are the Regional Environmental Council, the Stone Soup Graphics Program, the Multicultural Wellness Center and Toxic Soil Busters Co-op.
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